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SUB J : COLOMBIAN SHIPPING IN CARIBBEAN VERSUS NAMUCAR 

1. FOL ARE EXCERPTS FROM A STATEMENT MADE THIS WEEK BY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT MINISTER IORGE RAMIREZ OCAMPO: "I AM PLEASED TO 
ANNOUNCE THAT THIS WEEK AN AGREEMENT WILL BE SIGNED BETWEEN 
THE FLOTA MERCANTE GRANCOLOMBIANA AND IAPAN LINES BY WHICH THE 
FMG WILL ACQUIRE THE USE OF SIX ROLL-ON ROLL-OFF SHIPS FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF SERVING THE MAJORITY OF THE PORTS OF THE CARIBBEAN, 
SAILING FROM CARTAGENA AND BARRANQUILLA, WITH FREQUENCIES OF 
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THE MOST APPROPRIATE FOR SERVICE TO THIS AREA, GIVEN ITS GREAT 
FLEXIBILITY AND SPEED IN LOADING AND UNLOADING CARGO. 

AS REGARDS NAMUCAR, THE GOC HAS FOLLOWED THE SAN JOSE NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH INTEREST AND HAS PARTICIPATED ACTIVELY IN ALL PHASES OF THEM. 

WE PROPOSE TO MAKE THE CORRESPONDING CONTRIBUTIONS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE TIME PERIOD SPECIFIED IN THE CHARTER SIGNED IN SAN JOSE 
LAST WEEK, I.E., IN SIX WEEKS. 

NEVERTHELESS, WE HAVE NOT LIMITED OUR ACTIVITIES TO COOPERATION 
WITH OTHER NATIONS OF THE REGION IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS 
ENTERPRISE (NAMUCAR). BUT RATHER WE HAVE TAKEN THE NECESSARY 
STEPS SO THAT COLOMBIA WILL HAVE A RATIONAL SYSTEM OF TRANSPORT 
WITHIN THE CARIBBEAN AFTER THE BEGINNING OF THE SECOND HALF OF 
1975." 

2. COMMENT: WHILE THE LACK OF REGULAR SHIPPING SERVICE BETWEEN 
COLOMBIAN AND CENTRAL AMERICAN/CARIBBEAN PORTS IS FREQUENTLY 
CITED AS THE MAIN OBSTACLE TO THE EXPANSION OF COLOMBIAN EXPORTS 
TO THIS AREA, IT IS SURPRISING THAT THE GOC HAS TAKEN STEPS 
TO CORRECT THIS SITUATION ON ITS OWN COINCIDENTAL WITH THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF NAMUCAR. THE ABSENCE OF REGULAR COLOMBIAN- 
CARIBBEAN SHIPPING SERVICE WAS CITED BY GOC OFFICIALS AS THE 
PRINCIPAL JUSTIFICATION FOR COLOMBIA'S INTEREST IN JOINING 
NAMUCAR, AND IT WOULD APPEAR NOW THAT THIS JUSTIFICATION NO LONGER 
EXISTS. THIS ACTION MAY BELIE THE PUBLIC ENTHUSIASM OF THE GOC 
REGARDING NAMUCAR, AND REFLECT THE DOUBTS OF MANY SHIPPING 
PEOPLE HERE ABOUT ITS FUTURE. SEVERAL GOC OFFICIALS AND PRIVATE 
SHIPPING REPS HAVE INFORMALLY EXPRESSED DOUBTS TO EMB OFFICIALS 
ABOUT THE FEASIBILITY OF NAMUCAR AND ABOUT THE ABILITY OF SO 
MANY NATIONS TO COOPERATE IN SUCH A VENTURE IN VIEW OF THEIR 
NATIONAL AND SOMETIMES CONFLICTING INTERESTS. 
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